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besydes hi?.   So this good prince was constreyned to be content with
his olde kyngedome and to give over the newe to one of his frendes.
Who shonelye after was violentlie driven out Furthermore if 1
shoulde declare unto them, that all thi* busie preparaunce to warre,
whereby so many nations for his sake should be broughte into a
troublesome hureleibiirley, when all his coffers were emptied, his
treasures wasted, and his people de=>troied, should at the length through
some mischance be in vair.e and to none effect: and that therfore it
were best for him to content him selfe with his owne kingedome of
Fraunce, as his for fathers and predecessours 'did before him: to make
much of It, to enrich it, and to make it as flourilsshing as he could, to
endevoure him selfe to love his subjected, and againe to be beloved of
them, willingly to live with them, peaceably to governe them, and
with other kyngdomes not to medle^ seinge that whiche he hath all
reddy is even ynoughe for him, yea and more then he can well turne
hytn to: this myne advyse maister More, how thinke you it would
be tiarde and taken ? So God helpe me not very thankfully, quod I.
Wei let us precede then, quod he. Suppose that some kyng and his
counsel were together whettinge their wittes and devisinge, what sub-
tell crafte they inyght invente to enryche the kinge with great
treasures of money. First one counselleth to rayse and enhance the
valuation of money when the kinge must paye anye: and agayne to
calle downe the value of coyne to lesse then it is worthe, when he
ntuste receive or gather any. For thus great somrnes shal be payd
wyth a lytyl money, and where lytle is due muche shal be receaved.
Another counselleth to fayne warre, that when under this coloure
and pretence the kyng hath gathered greate aboundaunce of money,
he maye, when it shall please him, make peace with great solernpnitie
and holye ceremonies, to blinde the eyes of the poore communaltie, as
taking pitie and compassion-forsothe upon mans bloude, lyke a loving1
and a mercifull prince. Another putteth the kynge in remembraunce of
certeine olde and moughteeaten lawes, that of longe tyme have not
betie put in execution, whych because no man can remembre that they
were made, everie man hath transgressed.
The fynes of these lawes he counselleth the kynge to require: for
there is no waye so profitable, nor more honorable, as the whyche
hathe a shewe and coloure of justice. Another advyseth him to for-
bidde rnanye thinges under greate penalties and fines, specially suche
thinges as is for the peoples profit not be used, and afterwarde to dis-
pence for money with them, whyche by this prohibition substeyne
losse and danimage. For by this meanes the favour of the people is
wonne, and profite riseth two wayes. First by takinge forfaytes of
them whome covetousnes of gaynes hath brought in daunger of this
statute, and also by sellinge privileges and licences, whyche the
better that the prince is, forsothe the deerer he selleth them: as one